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SUBJECT* TTAB OP RSWSPOR* 03*37* LIIC3LHIOCD OF A SOVIET 
ATTACK Oil JAPAJ, (3, raft .€ 01 * XAC Represantatj vesfl 
cousld«rat-ion ) 


T:JB PXOBUai 1 

To assess the likelihood of 0 Soviot attack on Japan duri ng 

195lo 


PAICT OI!S* SOVIET _CMILIO3SJ?0R £ IVADIIIG JAPAN 


ASSW DPTIOII 


Tliat Soviet and US forces in the Far East at prosonfc tdll 
remain roughly the same for the mmindai* of 1951® 


T.7o believe that in assessing fcho likelihood of Soviet ia» 


vasion of Japan s vra must taka into consideration the USSR * 3 
oral probable evaluation of its capabilities for successful 
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— * 


CONFIDE^ 

invasions fheroforo a realistic examination of probable 


Soviet capabilities must Olivo due consideration to the prob- 
able opposition fron the US forces vddch 1 1 a USSR toons are 
available or can be node available during 1951o 


i 0 m opiuji gsa Foacas m. AronKgjy 


A 0 VJhat is Soviet strength in the Far last? 

1 6 Order of battle (at divisional level), 1<>~ | 

cation 9 ano cocibat effectiveness of sroiu<o | 

forces? 

Strength and disposition of naval forces a 
jnerdianb fleet, and auadtlHwy forces? Ca- 
pacity of nerciumt shipping? 1 

3„ Order of brittle of air forces and air facilities? ; 


B 0 VJliat portion of the above forces would be avail- 
able for invasion at .japan in l$>$lj> assunanc that 
Soviet forces nrdatedr. a strategic defensive along 
the Korean frontier? In vise of logistical dif- j 
ficulties, the necessity of defending key strategic j 
tind industrial areas 3n the bar Eastern USSR, support!! 
Oorjciijnist Uiina , garrisoning Dairen, otc 0 , the USSR o.» 
vioualy could nolle available only a portion of its ovof- 
all strength? 


Approved For Release 2000/0 


yti 


IDENTIAl i 

-RDP79R01 01 2A001 1 00030007-8 






Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01(J1^A001 100030007-8 



CONFIDENT 

C„ Ydiat oilier Gortauiti**. forces might be available? 


Hoy/ firm do no ocasxcar the reported existence 
of 1H7 trocpa* Y/ould they be sufficiently 

re'idablo to be ueedV *<ould the USSR either need 


Chinese Oor.nunist around for gob or consider it 
politically desirable to use such forces? 


Up 


YfiJAT ARES TUB GYPABILISilB OF TUB A33DVB FOSCBSj ASS0I.3IIQ 

■ " " ’ * 


A* YJhat are Soviet ground farce capabilities for 
amphibious and ai rbtw seianro of a firm lodge** 
cer t area i» in Japan? 

B 0 YJould Soviet naval 'forces be able to tl) secure 1 
tho contictuousj ushers around the invasion aroat 
(2) screen a landing j and (3) protect tho linag of 
communication? 

G„ Gould the Soviet air forces ad dove and maintain 


local air superiority o ver the beadhhoad, inter*- 


diet the land and see approadms* or protect 
Soviet starling bases end lines of communication? 
Since tliis "would probably be a critical factor in 
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a Soviet decision* such factors as air facilities, 
sortie rat os » aim conbat effectiveness night be 
analysed in detail* 

Do what are Soviet copub: lities , in terns of am- 
phibious and airborne lift, far nounting and 
mil it' lining an arumibKous operation of the size 
jjvH Cited above? How would the USSR. logistically 
s ro^ yply and reaugnly art invasion force, especially 
vii'fch POL? itro Soviet Far Eastern stockpiles ado- 
epato for tlio purpose caid for iiovr lone? itovr 
rroich Soviet shipping vd.ll he necessary, vith due 
allowance for attrition? 


IIIo 0SII3R FACTORS L /lVimiQ Oi.i AVIST QiPAB Iin'IBS? 


A.j Wiore and how could Soviet forces invade Japan? 


VJliat is the Most prctoable invasion pattern (a) as- 
earning the US still holds ^cuth Korean (hi) as*- 
aunlng US loss of j-toroal ubuld not the overriding 


necessity for lande-basod air cover almost require 


invasion from the north at present? 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 100030007-8 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01Q12A001 100030007-8 

'.'UV 

3 0 uliat landin' beaches and ?oxt6 could the Soviets 
seise initially an order to bring in tiie bulk of 
the assault forces? Are these adequate? 

C© How would the poor iroather, especially around 
Hokkaido, affect invasion prospects? Moan would 
be the beat tine of year to invade? 

D* Coul-d the USSR expect to achieve tactical s ur pr ise? 

How much warning might the US aspect to achiova 
and how might this affect Soviet capabilities? 

3 a V/ould tlio USSR estimate that possible divei^sions# 
such as a simultaneous Chinos© Coxmmist threat 
to or invasion of Formosa or bong Kong, vjould 
split US air and naval forces? light a sinul- 
taneous Chinese Jomr.iunlst offensive in Korea 
be expected to pan down the Siglrth Amy r<nrj hamper 
reinforcement of Japan? 

F q Would the majority of Japanese actively support, 
the US forces? llbw would this affect Soviet 
capabilities? How significant an increment to 
Soviet capabilities would bo Japanese Communist 
subversive, sabotage* find guerrilla activities? 
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IV. OOuLD THE USSR SUCGSSSkUJfff llflHTAHI AiiU U^^'AliOJIT S 


1,7s consider this a crucial < uestion on villa i any 
Soviet estimate might v®ll tun. AssuniBg the Soviet forces 


could seias a substantial beachhead, could they expand it am 
occupy tho reminder of Japan < 


l.s, ilbw v uln erable arts the long Soviet overland and 
seaborne supply lines, Including the irons* 
Siberian, to US attack following an invasion? 

Bo Gould the Soviet forces expect : to maintain that*- 
s&lves iogistic.xily in die face of US surface 
and submarine attacks* carrier strikes, and 
other air attacks cn invasion shipping, key ports, 
and rail linen, perhaps including use of atonic 
bombs? 

G c Vfould the USSli eotjnato that it could build up 
dec! si vo strength in the beachhead faster than 


a US defensive bviild-up? Assuming the capture 
of Hokkaido* could the forces on Hokkaido be 
expected to jiivaria Honshu successfully? 


i 


VOi* B3C1&SD ! 
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IX. Dots terra la, especially in flokkaide and 
northern Honshu* favor the invader? Are tear* 
natural- obstacles which -would facilitate the 
defense of Honshu isa particular agaiaat invasion 
from the North? 

V 0 HOW DOES THE KOR EA N GA MPA IOH A FFECT SOVIE T CAPABlXJl‘iSS ? 

Assuming that the Chinese Coaaunlsts can contain the US force# 
in Korea^ to what extent does US involve neat la Rotes Make It 
users* feasible far the USSR tc inrade Japan? On this other hand* 
te what extent would Gcaiaunist .ssisurw rf Horse facilitate in* f 
vaalon of (Japan? 


Vi* Bi sunmarx. considering the above factors* how would t he ussr 
" Hffi^ TS ITS GAP ABIL lf lls TiT-H^iSAM) OCCUPX JAl iN? 

What portions ef Japan might the USSR estimate it could suo® 
cessfiilly seise and holdi jJekk&ldo alcst» fl Hekkaide plu» norther® 
Hensha, all of Jap&r.c, etc.,? 
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mm TWQe PcDBfvBUi SOVIET 1 INXMXIO^S 

VII, WHAT A RE SOVIET OBJECTIVES HE JAPAN? 

Very briefly*, how does Japan fit into overfall Soviet strategy 
In the Far East? How Important ia control or neutralization of 
Japan te the USSR? 

VIII „ TO WHAT EXT ENT M IGHT THS USSR HOPE TO ACHIEVE ITS OBJECTIVES 
BY M EANS S HORT OF EARLf 'iNW^IOK?' 

Obviously the USSR seeks to pose a continuing threat te 
Japaso Could the USSR expect by throats* subversion prep*® 
janda* ete 0 tot il) achieve first a neutral and then a Soviets 
deeinated Japan? or (2) sufficiently soften Japan for attack 
subsequent te 1951? Might the IfchR expect the US to eventually 
pull out ef Japan* leaving it mere exposed to the UiSR? 

IXo WHAT IS THE EVIDENCE —PRO AND CON -=« RE SOVIET INTENTIONS 

WTiMW ”jKPK$ “3< ‘ m? ~ ~ 

Te what extent do Soviet Far Eastern ^reparations appear 
defensive rather than offensive and vice versa? To what 
extent do these preparations appear geared to a 1951 invasion* 
as opposed to later? 


Approved For Release 2000/08/29 s J £j^RDP79R01 01 2A001 100030007-8 



Approved For Release 2000/08/29 : CIA-RDP79R01 01 2A001 100030007-8 

CONPIT)En!^S^\ 

Xa WHAT IS THE PHOBaBIE SOVIET ESTIMATE OP THE US AND 

*"TO g| ]g M gl W *" 

Ai> Would ton U6S8 estimate that It could invade - i 
I&jhks without graroly risk inf a global wax ? 

Would it estimate that hostilities could ke 
^arsfinei to the Far East? 

E„ Bwssn if will ins be acoept the risk of war with 
tkm m„. would. th« USSR cat last* that it mU 
4 j>Mt ?>v*j US fran its Allies? However* is tils 
Soviet Tie w du hfc not e>ucb a developtsantj,, if thw 
UiSK did not attack Western Eurepe* actual!? 

’«** unfavorable tc 'ibs USSR? 

C,> Would the USSR estimate that iha IB would naka 
an all~m«t effort no hold Japan* including ds» 
j»ioy»»nt »f .ssr?« naval and ground f arena* and 
strategic air atti’eta, including atomic boobing 

».t least, on Soviet Siberia? 

Do that would on the Soviet estimate ef the polities! 
f»rsd psychological advantage* and disadvantages of 
m Invasion in 1951? 
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XIo D? U3SS ESTIMATED mi IT COUJD NOT SEIZE ALL OF JAPAN , 


k. -aft*- a. (C31 


XII 9 WH AT NEW DEVELOPMENTS MIGHT’ S ERIOUSLT Ai-FECT SOVIET INTENT I0N3 I 




A f , Would the USSR probably Invade Japan in ev«nt of 
general war beginning elsewhere la 1951? 


B t > What would bt the effect of accelerated Japanese 
r iarnaauiirfc ox. So-rijnt intentions? 

lhat we»0.d b® vm effect «.« Soviet, intentions of a 

US di*iMfcor -fn Korna? 

would Soviet intentions be affected by it de fact* 
®r negotiated ra a to ration of the status quo in Keyed? 


XIIIo CONCLUSI ONS 

la the light of (1) the pro table Soviet estimate of their mm 
capabilities? (2) the probable Soviet estimate of the situation 
resulting fro® an attack on Japan# and ( 3 ) oversell Soviet Intent L tm 
globally as wall as in, the Far East, what ia the likelihood of a 
Soviet invasion of Jape® i» 195?,? 
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